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He was now In 1746 again in his mother's house at
Kirkealdy, " engaged in study, but without any fixed
plan for his future life." So far as I am aware, none
of Adam Smith's biographers has definitely assigned
to this period any of the writings which he either
published or left to his executors. In the latter class,
however, there is a group of fragments dealing with
the history of Astronomy, of Ancient Physics, and of
Ancient Logic and Metaphysics, and an elaborate essay
on The Imif'itice Atts, which are collectively described
by his executors in an advertisement as "parts of a
plan he once had formed for giving a connected history
of the liberal sciences and elegant arts."1

The essay on The Imitative Arts belongs to a different
design and to a slightly later period. But it seems
clear that the History of Astronomy was composed at
this time.2 There is no other period of his life in
which he would have been so well able to collect the
materials for an examination of the systems of the
Greek, the Arabian, and the mediaeval astronomers as
in the six years of Oxford study, or so likely to shape

1  The advertisement goes on to say:  " It is long since he
found it necessary to abandon that plan as far too extensive;
and these parts of it lay beside him neglected till he was dead."

2  First, Dngald Stewart declares that the History of Astro-
nomy " was one of Mr. Smith's earliest compositions." Second,
in a letter constituting Hume his literary executor,   Smith
describes it as a fragment of   an  intended juvenile work.
Thirdly, Stewart heard him say more than once "that he
had projected in the earlier part of his life a history of the
other sciences on the same plan."    Fourthly, the work exactly
fits in with all that we hear of his youthful bent for the Greek
geometry and natural philosophy.    Fifthly, it must have been
written long before 173$, for he mentions a prediction that a
certain comet will appear in that year.